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Senate Leadership Introduces Bill Harming Streams in Ryerson 
Station State Park 

 
Harrisburg, PA — Senator Joe Scarnati (R-25) and Senator Gene Yaw (R-23) introduced a bill 
last week, which attempts to amend a 50 year old law that protects the public interest in regards 
to surface mining and restoration of water supplies affected by underground mining. This bill is a 
direct response to a question currently pending before the Environmental Hearing Board (EHB) 
as to whether Consol Pennsylvania Coal Company (Consol) can legally mine underneath 
Ryerson Station State Park, and predictably damage the streams that flow through the area and 
outside of the park.  
 
“After three permit challenges, nearly three years of litigation, and on the cusp of a decision 
from the EHB, this bill was brought into the Senate to blatantly undermines the authority and 
expertise of the Environmental Hearing Board,” Veronica Coptis, Executive Director of the 
Center for Coalfield Justice said. “This kind of legislative overreach challenges our 
democracy and is asking the legislative branch to act as the judicial branch. The future of 
streams in Ryerson Station State Park are at stake with this bill, and with that the very places 
we have left to teach our children how to fish.”  
 
Three years ago, the Center for Coalfield Justice (CCJ) and Sierra Club filed appeals for two 
permit revisions to Consol’s Bailey Mine stating they violate the Clean Streams Law and Mining 
Law. A hearing on the appeals was held in August 2016 and the decision is expected any day 
now. However, the bill appears to directly target the Center for Coalfield Justice and Sierra 
Club’s appeals before the EHB. In section 3 of the bill, it states that the act shall retroactively 
apply to all permits that were the subject of an appeal and heard by the EHB after June 30, 
2016.  
 
“This bill would take the ability to interpret an existing law away from the EHB, a panel of 
independent experts, and instead put it in the hands of Consol and the legislature,” Joanne 
Kilgour, Director of the Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter said. “The law is the law and 
Consol can’t simply buy its way out of it just because they are afraid of how it might be applied 
to them.” 
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Congruently, the elected officials who are set to vote on the bill, which will have long lasting and 
harmful impacts to water resources in the Commonwealth, have been left out of the previous 
hearings that have been going on for nearly four weeks. 
 

### 

  
The Center for Coalfield Justice is an environmental justice advocacy group that works in 
southwestern Pennsylvania. Our mission is to improve policy and regulations for the oversight of 
fossil fuel extraction and use; to educate, empower and organize coalfield residents; and to 
protect public and environmental health. For more information, visit www.coalfieldjustice.org  
 
The Sierra Club is America’s largest and most influential grassroots environmental 
organization, with more than 2.4 million members and supporters nationwide. In addition to 
creating opportunities for people of all ages, levels and locations to have meaningful outdoor 
experiences, the Sierra Club works to safeguard the health of our communities, protect wildlife, 
and preserve our remaining wild places through grassroots activism, public education, lobbying, 
and litigation. For more information, visit http://www.sierraclub.org 
 

 

http://www.coalfieldjustice.org/
http://www.sierraclub.org/

